
     Lapai Journal of Nigeria History       Vol. 15 No. 1, June 2023   
          ISSN: 2006-2818  

 

101 
 

BUILDING BRIDGES BETWEEN THE PAST AND THE 

PRESENT: ADULT EDUCATION AS A CATALYST FOR 

HISTORICAL COMMUNICATION 

 

Adebiyi Alani, Adelakun1 & Adegbite, Olajumoke Oyetola2 
1 Department of Continuing education and Community Development, Ibrahim Babangida University, Lapai., Nigeria. 
2 General Studies Department, Federal College of Animal Health and production Technology, Moor Plantation, Ibadan, 

Nigeria 

b.aderoyal@gmail.com 
 

Abstract 

This paper explores the significance of adult education as a catalyst for historical 

communication, emphasizing its potential to enrich personal development, promote 

intergenerational dialogue, and empower individuals to actively participate in shaping a 

collective historical narrative. By examining the importance of historical consciousness, the role 

of adult education institutions, and the utilization of innovative teaching approaches, this paper 

highlights the transformative power of adult education in building bridges between the past and 

the present through communication 
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Introduction 

In today's rapidly changing world, the importance of historical understanding and communication 

cannot be understated. Historical events and their significance shape the present and influence our 

future trajectories. However, historical knowledge often remains confined to specialized academic 

circles, failing to reach a wider audience. This lack of historical literacy can lead to misconceptions, 

biases, and a distorted understanding of the past, which can hinder effective communication and 

shared understanding in society. To address this issue, adult education emerges as a potential 

catalyst for bridging the gap between the past and the present, facilitating historical communication 

that is accessible, inclusive, and impactful. 

Historical communication refers to the process of conveying historical knowledge, narratives, and 

interpretations to a diverse range of audiences. It involves presenting historical information in a 

manner that resonates with contemporary perspectives and experiences, while remaining grounded 

in rigorous research and evidence. By promoting historical literacy among adults, who possess a 

wealth of life experiences and a vested interest in understanding their own place in history, adult 

education can serve as a powerful tool for fostering historical communication.One of the key 

advantages of adult education in facilitating historical communication lies in its ability to engage 

learners in an interactive and participatory manner. Adult learners often bring their own unique 

perspectives, cultural backgrounds, and personal experiences to the learning process, enriching 

discussions and encouraging critical thinking. Through dialogues, debates, and collaborative 
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activities, adult education can create an inclusive space for historical communication, where diverse 

voices are acknowledged and respected. 

Furthermore, adult education programmes can adopt innovative pedagogical approaches to make 

historical content more accessible and relatable. Integrating multimedia resources, such as 

documentaries, films, and digital archives, can enhance the visual and experiential aspects of 

historical learning. Incorporating storytelling techniques, role-playing exercises, and experiential 

learning opportunities can enable adults to emotionally connect with historical events and empathize 

with the people of the past. These approaches help create a bridge between the past and the present, 

making historical communication more engaging and impactful. 

The potential benefits of adult education as a catalyst for historical communication have been 

recognized by scholars and practitioners alike. Research studies have highlighted the positive 

outcomes of adult education in enhancing historical knowledge, critical thinking skills, and cultural 

awareness among learners (Smith, 2018; Johnson et al., 2020). For instance, a study by Smith (2018) 

found that adult learners who engaged in historical communication activities demonstrated a deeper 

understanding of historical events and their relevance to contemporary society. Such findings 

underscore the transformative power of adult education in fostering historical communication and 

its potential to shape a more informed and inclusive public discourse. 

Building bridges between the past and the present is essential for promoting historical understanding 

and fostering effective communication in society. Adult education emerges as a catalyst for 

historical communication, offering a platform for interactive and inclusive learning experiences. By 

engaging learners in dialogues, utilizing innovative pedagogical approaches, and leveraging their 

life experiences, adult education programmes can bridge the gap between the past and the present, 

empowering individuals to become active participants in shaping a more historically informed and 

interconnected world. 

Understanding the Role of Historical Communication 

Historical communication can be defined as the process of transmitting and interpreting information, 

ideas, and narratives from the past to the present. It encompasses various forms of communication, 

such as written documents, oral traditions, visual artifacts, and digital media, which enable 

individuals and societies to understand and make sense of their historical experiences (Sullivan, 

2017). Through historical communication, individuals gain access to historical knowledge and 

engage in dialogue with the past, facilitating a deeper understanding of human events, cultures, and 

societies. 

Historical communication plays a crucial role in preserving collective memory, which refers to the 

shared memory and cultural heritage of a community or society. By documenting and transmitting 

historical narratives, events, and experiences, historical communication helps to sustain and pass on 

the collective memory of past generations to future ones (Halbwachs, 1992). It ensures that 

important historical events, lessons, and cultural traditions are not forgotten or distorted over 

time.Through the preservation of collective memory, historical communication allows societies to 

maintain a sense of identity and continuity, strengthening social cohesion and a shared sense of 

belonging (Assmann, 2011). It enables individuals to connect with their historical roots, understand 

the struggles and achievements of their ancestors, and appreciate the values and beliefs that have 

shaped their present-day society. 
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Historical communication is essential for fostering empathy and understanding among individuals 

and across different communities. By providing access to diverse historical perspectives and 

narratives, historical communication allows individuals to gain insights into the experiences, 

motivations, and challenges faced by people in the past (Ricoeur, 2004).Through the study and 

exploration of historical communication, individuals develop a broader understanding of the 

complexities of human existence, as well as the cultural, social, and political contexts in which 

historical events unfolded (Clark, 2006). This understanding promotes empathy by encouraging 

individuals to recognize the shared humanity and common experiences that transcend time and 

cultural boundaries. 

Furthermore, historical communication facilitates the examination of historical injustices, conflicts, 

and inequalities, promoting dialogue and reconciliation in societies. By critically engaging with 

historical narratives, individuals can challenge prevailing biases, myths, and stereotypes, fostering 

a more inclusive and accurate understanding of the past (Lowenthal, 2015). Historical 

communication encompasses the transmission and interpretation of historical information and 

narratives, playing a significant role in preserving collective memory, fostering empathy, and 

promoting understanding. Through the documentation and transmission of historical knowledge, 

societies can maintain their cultural heritage, strengthen social cohesion, and develop a nuanced 

understanding of the past. By engaging with historical communication, individuals can gain insights 

into diverse perspectives, challenge biases, and contribute to a more inclusive and empathetic 

society. 

Challenges in Historical Communication 

A lot of challenges befall historical communication and some of these include the following: 

(a). Lack of interest in history among adults: According to a study conducted by the American 

Historical Association (AHA), there is a significant lack of interest in history among adults in the 

United States (Smith, 2019). The study found that only 36% of adults reported a strong interest in 

history, while the majority showed either a moderate or minimal interest. This lack of interest poses 

a challenge in historical communication, as it affects the audience's engagement and receptiveness 

to historical information. 

(b). Limited access to historical information and resources: Limited access to historical 

information and resources can hinder effective historical communication. This challenge can arise 

due to various factors such as the availability and affordability of books, limited access to archival 

materials, and inadequate funding for historical research and preservation. A study by the National 

Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) highlighted the issue of limited access to historical resources, 

particularly in underprivileged communities (National Endowment for the Humanities, 2017). The 

study emphasized the importance of addressing these access disparities to ensure broader and more 

inclusive historical communication. 

(c). Communication barriers and generational gaps: Communication barriers and generational 

gaps can impede effective historical communication, especially between different age groups. The 

rapid pace of technological advancements has resulted in significant disparities in communication 

preferences and methods. A study conducted by Fienberg (2018) explored the challenges posed by 

generational gaps in historical communication. The research highlighted the need to bridge these 
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gaps by utilizing various communication channels and adapting content to cater to different age 

groups' preferences and technological literacy. 

 (d) Misinterpretation and distortion of historical information: One significant challenge in 

historical communication is the potential misinterpretation and distortion of historical information. 

Historical narratives can be influenced by personal biases, political agendas, or cultural perspectives, 

leading to inaccuracies or a one-sided portrayal of events. This challenge was highlighted in a study 

by Evans and Jenkins (2017), which emphasized the importance of critical analysis and multiple 

perspectives in historical communication to mitigate the risk of misinterpretation and distortion. 

(e). Cultural and linguistic barriers: Cultural and linguistic barriers pose challenges in historical 

communication, particularly in multicultural societies or when communicating historical 

information across different regions. Different cultures may have distinct historical narratives, 

symbols, and interpretations that can hinder effective communication. Moreover, language barriers 

can limit access to historical information for non-native speakers. A study by Li (2016) examined 

the impact of cultural and linguistic barriers on historical understanding and highlighted the need 

for cultural sensitivity and language support in historical communication. 

(f). Lack of historical literacy and critical thinking skills: A significant challenge in historical 

communication is the lack of historical literacy and critical thinking skills among the general 

population. Historical literacy refers to the ability to understand, interpret, and evaluate historical 

information effectively. Studies have shown a decline in historical knowledge and critical thinking 

skills among students (Lee, Wineburg, &Shtulman, 2018). This challenge calls for educational 

initiatives and programs that promote historical literacy and critical thinking to enhance historical 

communication. 

Benefits of incorporating history in adult education curricula 

Incorporating history into adult education curricula can yield numerous benefits for learners. Firstly, 

studying history helps individuals develop critical thinking skills by analyzing and interpreting past 

events, ideas, and perspectives (Fay & Morris, 2018). This process of historical inquiry encourages 

learners to evaluate evidence, think critically, and form reasoned judgments, thereby enhancing their 

analytical and problem-solving abilities. 

Secondly, history of education fosters a deeper understanding of societal structures, cultural heritage, 

and national identity (Fay & Morris, 2018). By exploring historical events and their consequences, 

adult learners can gain insights into the foundations of their own society and comprehend the factors 

that shape contemporary issues. This knowledge can facilitate informed citizenship and active 

participation in the social and political spheres. 

Thirdly, incorporating history in adult education curricula promotes empathy and understanding of 

diverse perspectives (Bender et al., 2017). History provides opportunities for learners to engage with 

different cultures, ideologies, and experiences, fostering empathy and tolerance. By studying 

historical events from multiple perspectives, adult learners can develop a broader worldview and 

engage in respectful dialogue with individuals from diverse backgrounds. 

The role of adult education in bridging generational gaps and fostering dialogue 

Adult education programmess refer to educational initiatives designed specifically for adults, which 

aim to provide learning opportunities beyond traditional schooling. These programmes cater to the 
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unique needs, interests, and circumstances of adult learners, who are typically defined as individuals 

aged 18 and older (Rocco, 2018). Adult education programmes encompass a wide range of formats, 

such as formal classroom-based courses, online courses, vocational training, community-based 

workshops, and lifelong learning programs (Beder, 2021).Adult education plays a crucial role in 

bridging generational gaps and fostering dialogue between different age groups. Older adults often 

possess a wealth of historical knowledge and personal experiences that can be shared with younger 

generations (Merriam &Bierema, 2018). Adult education programs provide a platform for 

intergenerational learning, where older adults can pass on their historical knowledge and 

experiences to younger learners. This transfer of knowledge not only preserves personal and 

collective history but also encourages meaningful interactions and understanding between 

generations. 

Moreover, adult education creates spaces for dialogue and exchange of ideas between individuals 

from different age groups. By bringing together learners of various ages and backgrounds, adult 

education programs facilitate intergenerational communication and collaboration (Darkenwald& 

Merriam, 2018). This dialogue enables younger learners to benefit from the wisdom and insights of 

older adults, while older learners can gain fresh perspectives and new ideas from the younger 

generation. Such intergenerational exchanges enhance mutual respect, promote active listening, and 

foster a sense of community among participants. 

To effectively incorporate history in adult education curricula, educators can employ various 

strategies and approaches. One approach is to utilize primary sources, such as historical documents, 

artifacts, photographs, and oral histories (Levstik& Barton, 2017). Primary sources provide 

authentic and firsthand accounts of historical events, enabling learners to engage directly with the 

past and develop a deeper understanding of historical context. 

Another strategy is to incorporate experiential learning activities, such as field trips to historical 

sites or museums (Bolz, 2019). Visiting historical locations allows adult learners to immerse 

themselves in the physical spaces where historical events unfolded, making the learning experience 

more tangible and memorable. Moreover, engaging in hands-on activities, such as reenactments or 

simulations, can provide learners with a more immersive understanding of historical events and 

perspectives (Bolz, 2019). 

Technology also plays a significant role in promoting historical communication in adult education. 

Digital resources, including online archives, multimedia presentations, and interactive platforms, 

can enhance learners' access to historical information and facilitate collaborative exploration of 

historical topics (Levstik& Barton, 2017). Integrating technology in adult education curricula can 

promote engagement, enable self-directed learning, and encourage the sharing of historical 

knowledge through digital platforms. 

Historical communication within adult education settings can contribute to the development of 

critical citizenship skills. By engaging with historical narratives, individuals can cultivate a critical 

awareness of how historical events and interpretations shape the present (Westheimer&Kahne, 

2004). This critical historical consciousness allows learners to question prevailing narratives, 

challenge assumptions, and analyze the power dynamics inherent in historical accounts.Through 

historical communication, adult learners can become active participants in shaping their 

communities and societies. By understanding how historical processes and decisions have shaped 

the present, learners can identify and address social and political issues in their own contexts 
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(Westheimer&Kahne, 2004). Historical communication empowers individuals to engage in 

informed dialogue, advocate for change, and contribute to the democratic processes within their 

communities. 

In summary, adult education have the potential to promote historical communication by 

incorporating history in curricula, bridging generational gaps, and fostering dialogue. By embracing 

historical perspectives, adult learners can develop critical thinking skills, gain a deeper 

understanding of their cultural heritage, and engage in intergenerational exchanges. Through 

historical communication, adult learners become active participants in their communities, equipped 

with the skills and knowledge to contribute to a more informed and democratic society. 

Overcoming Challenges of Historical Communication through Adult Education 

Historical communication refers to the methods and tools used by people in the past to transmit 

information and ideas. Understanding historical communications is crucial for comprehending the 

development of human society. However, studying historical communication can pose several 

challenges due to the scarcity of primary sources, language barriers, and cultural differences. Adult 

education plays a vital role in overcoming these challenges by providing individuals with the 

necessary skills and knowledge to interpret and analyze historical communication artifacts. The 

challenges of historical communications and the role of adult education in addressing them: 

Scarcity of Primary Sources: One of the significant challenges in studying historical 

communications is the scarcity of primary sources. Many historical communication artifacts have 

been lost, damaged, or destroyed over time. Additionally, accessing primary sources may be 

restricted due to geographical, political, or cultural factors. Adult education can help individuals 

overcome this challenge by training them in research methodologies and techniques for locating and 

analyzing available primary sources. By equipping learners with these skills, adult education 

empowers them to identify alternative sources and utilize interdisciplinary approaches to reconstruct 

historical communications (Smith, 2018). 

Language Barriers: Language barriers pose another obstacle to understanding historical 

communications. Historical documents and artifacts are often written in languages that may no 

longer be widely spoken or understood. Translating and interpreting these texts require expertise in 

both the source language and the historical context. Adult education programs can offer language 

courses tailored to historical research, enabling learners to acquire the necessary language skills for 

studying specific periods or regions. Moreover, adult education can provide access to specialized 

dictionaries, translation resources, and expert guidance to assist learners in overcoming language 

barriers (Johnson, 2019). 

Cultural Differences: Cultural differences add complexity to the interpretation of historical 

communications. Different societies and time periods have unique cultural norms, symbols, and 

contexts that influence the meaning and intent behind communication artifacts. Adult education 

programs can help learners develop a deep understanding of the cultural contexts in which historical 

communications occurred. By studying anthropology, sociology, and related disciplines, individuals 

gain insights into the social structures, beliefs, and values of past civilizations, allowing for more 

accurate interpretations of historical communications (Garcia, 2020). 

Adult education plays a critical role in overcoming the challenges of historical communications. By 

offering specialized courses and resources, adult education institutions provide individuals with the 
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skills and knowledge required to navigate and analyze historical communication artifacts effectively. 

Adult education programs also foster critical thinking, research skills, and interdisciplinary 

approaches, empowering learners to overcome limitations in primary sources, language barriers, 

and cultural differences. 

Studying historical communications poses various challenges due to the scarcity of primary sources, 

language barriers, and cultural differences. Adult education serves as a catalyst for overcoming these 

challenges by equipping learners with the necessary skills, resources, and interdisciplinary 

perspectives. By engaging in adult education, individuals can develop a deeper understanding of 

historical communications, contributing to a richer comprehension of human history. 

The Future of Historical Communication through Adult Education 

Historical communication refers to the study of past methods and tools used by people to transmit 

information and ideas. Prioritizing historical communication in adult education holds great potential 

for long-term benefits, fostering collaboration between educational institutions, community 

organizations, and museums. The future of historical communication through adult education, a call 

to action for promoting historical communication may be achieved through the following 

dimensions: 

A. Potential Long-Term Benefits of Prioritizing Historical Communication in Adult Education: 

1. Enhancing Historical Literacy: By prioritizing historical communication in adult education, 

individuals develop a deeper understanding of the complexities of the past and gain 

historical literacy skills. They can critically analyze primary sources, interpret historical 

artifacts, and engage in historical research (Gonzalez, 2021). This improved historical 

literacy fosters a more informed and engaged citizenry. 

2. Cultural Preservation: Prioritizing historical communication encourages the preservation 

and appreciation of cultural heritage. Adult education programs can educate individuals 

about the importance of safeguarding historical artifacts, oral traditions, and intangible 

cultural heritage. This preservation ensures that diverse historical perspectives are not lost 

and can contribute to a more inclusive understanding of the past (Oliver, 2022). 

3. Interdisciplinary Learning: Historical communication intersects with various fields such as 

linguistics, anthropology, sociology, and art history. By integrating these disciplines into 

adult education programs, learners can engage in interdisciplinary learning, fostering a 

holistic understanding of historical contexts and promoting critical thinking skills (Peterson, 

2020). 

4. Enhanced Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills: Prioritizing historical communication in 

adult education cultivates critical thinking and analytical skills. By engaging with historical 

documents and artifacts, learners develop the ability to assess and interpret information 

critically, analyze different perspectives, and draw informed conclusions (Jameson, 2021). 

These skills are transferable to various aspects of life, enabling individuals to make better-

informed decisions and engage more actively in society. 

5. Contextualizing Contemporary Communication: Studying historical communication 

provides a valuable lens for understanding contemporary communication practices. By 

examining how communication evolved over time, individuals can gain insights into the 



     Lapai Journal of Nigeria History       Vol. 15 No. 1, June 2023   
          ISSN: 2006-2818  

 

108 
 

roots of current communication technologies, modes, and trends. This understanding helps 

individuals critically evaluate and adapt to the changing communication landscape (Kumar, 

2023). 

B. Collaboration between Educational Institutions, Community Organizations, and Museums: 

1. Educational Institutions: Adult education programs can collaborate with universities and 

colleges to develop comprehensive courses and workshops on historical communication. 

This collaboration ensures that learners have access to expert faculty, research resources, 

and academic support. Additionally, partnerships with educational institutions enable the 

integration of historical communication into formal educational frameworks (Foster, 2023). 

2. Community Organizations: Collaboration with community organizations, such as 

historical societies and local libraries, can provide valuable resources and expertise. These 

organizations can host guest lectures, provide access to historical archives, and offer 

community-based learning opportunities. Collaborating with community organizations 

ensures that historical communication reaches a broader audience beyond formal education 

settings (Rios, 2021). 

3. Museums: Museums play a vital role in preserving and exhibiting historical artifacts. 

Collaboration between adult education programs and museums can enhance the 

accessibility of historical communication. Adult learners can benefit from guided museum 

tours, interactive exhibitions, and workshops that explore the historical context of 

displayed objects. Collaborations with museums bridge the gap between academia and 

public engagement, making historical communication more tangible and engaging 

(Hudson, 2019) 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, prioritizing historical communication in adult education holds immense potential for 

the future. By integrating historical communication into adult education curricula, we can foster 

enhanced critical thinking skills, promote cultural preservation and understanding, and contextualize 

contemporary communication practices. Collaboration among educational institutions, community 

organizations, and museums is vital for providing comprehensive learning experiences that engage 

learners and offer diverse perspectives.To realize the benefits of historical communication in adult 

education, policymakers, educators, and stakeholders must recognize its significance and allocate 

resources accordingly. Investments in research, curriculum development, and community 

engagement initiatives are necessary to promote a deeper understanding of historical 

communication and its profound impact on shaping societies. 

By embracing historical communication in adult education, we ensure the preservation of cultural 

heritage, empower individuals with critical analysis skills, and facilitate a better understanding of 

the evolution of communication practices. Let us join forces in promoting historical communication 

through adult education, creating an inclusive learning environment that honors the past while 

preparing individuals for the challenges and opportunities of the future. 

Recommendations 
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1. Develop Specialized Adult Education Programs: Educational institutions should design 

specialized programs and courses that specifically focus on historical communication. 

These programs should incorporate interdisciplinary approaches, research methodologies, 

and critical analysis skills to equip learners with the necessary tools for studying and 

interpreting historical communication artifacts effectively. 

2. Foster Collaboration and Partnerships: Encourage collaboration between educational 

institutions, community organizations, and museums to create comprehensive and diverse 

learning experiences. This collaboration can involve joint research projects, shared 

resources, and the organization of events, workshops, and lectures that promote historical 

communication. By leveraging the expertise and resources of each stakeholder, a more 

holistic approach to adult education can be achieved. 

3. Incorporate Technology and Digital Resources: Embrace technological advancements and 

leverage digital resources to enhance the study of historical communication. Online 

databases, virtual exhibits, and digital archives can provide access to a wider range of 

historical communication artifacts. Educational institutions should integrate these digital 

tools into their curricula to facilitate engagement and exploration of historical 

communication. 

4. Encourage Lifelong Learning and Community Engagement: Promote lifelong learning by 

encouraging adults of all ages to engage in the study of historical communication. 

Community organizations should organize local events, workshops, and discussion groups 

that provide opportunities for individuals to share their knowledge and experiences related 

to historical communication. This engagement fosters a sense of community and creates 

platforms for collaborative learning. 

5. Support Research and Scholarship: Allocate resources and funding to support research and 

scholarship in the field of historical communication. This includes supporting academic 

conferences, research grants, and publishing opportunities for scholars and educators. By 

fostering a robust research community, we can continue to expand our understanding of 

historical communication and its significance. 

6. Advocate for Policy Support: Raise awareness among policymakers about the importance 

of historical communication in adult education. Advocate for policies and funding that 

prioritize the integration of historical communication into curricula, the development of 

specialized programs, and the collaboration between educational institutions, community 

organizations, and museums. Emphasize the long-term benefits of historical 

communication for cultural preservation, critical thinking skills, and understanding 

contemporary communication practices. 
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