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Abstract

The increasing rate of religiosity in any society breeds insecurity of 

any nature. The purpose of this paper is to explore psychosocial 

dynamics: peer influence, socio-economic status, religion, and 

family to determine the impacts of these dynamics on the 

religious behaviours of the children. The correlational survey 

design was used for this study, with simple random sampling 

techniques. Data were collected using researcher designed 

questionnaire titled Psychosocial Dynamics of Religiosity on 

Children Behaviour Questionnaire (PDRCBQ). This study has a 

population of two thousand hundred and forty seventy (2,247) 

students, and a drawn sample of three hundred and thirty three 

respondents selected from four (15) secondary schools from 

Chanchaga LGA in Niger state. The students responded to a 

reliable and valid instrument pre-tested using 50 students who 

were not parts of the main study. Cronbach Alpha technique was 

used to analyse the data. The instrument demonstrated construct 

validity and reliability at 0.76. Pearson Product Moment 

Correlation Coefficient was employed as statistical tools for test 

of Hypotheses while data were analysed using Pearson's r. The 

results indicated that there is high and significant relationship 

between students' religiosity and student's involvement in 

religious crisis; there is a significant relationship between 

parent's lack of religion and students' involvement in religious 

crisis; and there is a significant relationship between peer 
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influence and students involvement in religious crisis. Therefore, 

it was recommended that parents should be held accountable for 

the children religiosity. School counsellors should be supported 

by both school authorities and government to intensify their 

services on counselling the students on the dangers of insecurity. 

The axiom “Religion is the opium of the masses” Government 

should consider the welfare of teachers with utmost seriousness 

particularly the religion teacher to make more serious with their 

responsibilities in school and society. 

Keywords: Psychosocial dynamics, Religiosity, Behaviour, Education, National 

security

Introduction

The Psychosocial dynamics are approaches that combine the application of 

psychological influence and social factors abound the environment by individuals in 

the process of solving any personal social problems relating to interacting with one 

another in society. There are challenges encountered in the interaction between 

children from different age, gender, economy, family and ethno-religious 

background must especially in schools, and other places of social interaction. 

Religion is the medium through human being is identifying to relate effectively, 

efficiently and successfully with his creator. Hornby (2007) describe religion as the 

belief in the existence of a god or gods, and the activities that are connected with the 

worship of them. Religion is a social-cultural system of designated behaviours and 

practices, morals, worldviews, texts, sanctified places, prophecies ethics, or 

organizations that relate humanity to supernatural, transcendental or spiritual 

elements. In the act of practicing these religions individuals tend to exhibit some 

principles that amount to parts of their behaviours which may be regarded as 

religiosity. Religiosity tends to trend the behaviours of children toward the teachings 

of cardinal principles of their faiths. This is traceable to the parent's strict adherence 

to their faith or the scholar's (Teacher) ideology which may reflect on the attitudes 

and behaviours of the students' faithful in their interactions with other students 

within or outside schools who are from different religious denomination.

Religiosity be can term as “piety” or “the state of being religious”. 

However for the purpose of this paper, consideration will be given to the second 

definition of “the exaggerated embodiment of certain aspects of religions 

activity”. Education is the available and immediate solution to any human 

circumstances. (Radda, 2013) Education can be considered a life-long learning 

process. In other words, learning begins when a person is born and ends with the 
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death of such a person. Among other things, education entails being literate 

encapsulate in the capacity to read and write. Also, education desirable human traits 

like honesty, sincerity, hard work, punctuality, productivity, innovation, patriotism, 

selflessness etc. Furthermore, education empowers people by inculcating life-long 

skills and knows how thereby given the individual the capacity to liberate self from 

poverty and want. Psychosocial dynamics if embed as parts of learning strategy 

would go a long way in undoing the effects of religiosity on the children behaviours. 

(Radda, 2013) Education when well imparted and utilized has the potency of 

promoting national security. National security refers to a state or condition where the 

most cherished values and beliefs [right to religion, cultural practice, association, 

economic activity, civil liberties, democratic way of life, sanctity of institutions of 

governance and national unity, welfare and well-being of the nation and the people] 

are permanently protected and continuously enhanced. 

Review of Related Literature

Religiosity

Religiosity tends to trend the behaviours of children toward the teachings of cardinal 

principles of their faiths. This is traceable to the parent's strict adherence to their faith 

or the scholar's (Teacher) ideology which may reflect on the attitudes and behaviours 

of the students' faithful in their interactions with other students who are from 

different religious denomination. Religiosity be can refer to excessive involvement 

in religion or religious activity such involvement goes beyond the norm for a person 

of similar faith and is often driven more by individual beliefs than the content of the 

actual religion. 

In a new study, researchers found that religion can be a mixed blessing for children as 

they got older…… They reviewed the children psychological adjustment, 

interpersonal skill, problem behaviour, and performance on standardized tests 

(reading, math and science) . Jill, et.al.(2007) revealed that this study indicates that 

youth perceive religion as an important, are active in worship and activities, and 

further shows that perceived religious activities as well as participation in religious 

activities are associated with reduced risk behaviours. Siliva, (2018) the result shows 

that individual with low religiosity are more likely to engage in risk behaviours, 

whatever, their combination of personality traits. These effects are robust to separate 

estimation from boys and girls and to control variables used. Washington, (2012), 

when adolescents perceive religion as important in their lives, it may lower rates of 

cigarette smoking, heavy drinking and marijuana use, according to a study that traced 

urban adolescents from middle schools to high schools. Increased religious 

attendance is correlated with high grade Mark & Glen, (2003). In another study, 

students who attend religious activities weekly or more frequently were found to 
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have a GPA 14.4 percent higher than students who never attended Glanville, 

Sikkink, & Hernandez, (2008). Students who frequently attended religious service 

scoured 2.32 point higher on test in math and reading than their less religious-

involve peer Mark, (2000). Religiously involved students work harder than non-

religious students Chandra & Christopher (2001). 

Peer Influence

Peer group is major socialization agent. Participation in peer group activities is a 

primary stage of development and adolescent' identities are closely associated with 

that of their peer. According to Barry, (2005) peer groups are key part of 

developmental process they can have a negative effect on young people due to peer 

pressure and conformity. Heidi, (2013) state that religiosity has generally been 

shown to positively predict youth social behaviours (e.g substance use, 

delinquency). With regards to pro-social behaviours. Weigert et.al. (1972) found 

that “going to programs, group or service” was positively related to pro-social 

behaviours and attitudes. Durkheim indicated that devotion to a group and 

participation in community rituals, such as church service and activities would help 

to ameliorate a sense of anomie in the individual in addition, his theory propose that 

religion plays an important role in legitimizing and reinforcing a given society's 

norms thus providing individual with guide lines that encourage positive 

behaviours. King, (2002), opined that family and influences were evaluated in terms 

of the frequency of talking about religion issues and participation in religion 

activities. Families and peer influences are both significant predicator of adolescent 

experience of God and importance of religion. Slightly different patterns for girls 

and boys emerged. Family and peer influences are both significant predicators of 

adolescent experience of God and importance of religion. 

Parents' Interest/ Lack of interest in Religion

As the family welcome a child into this world. The child's first place of contact with 

is still family, from where he acquired the first education and interactions with 

parents and other important members of the family. The parents are the child first 

teachers. In studying the role of religiosity among children, parents' religiosity 

deserves attention because of its relation to both children's religiosity and 

adjustment. Parents can have considerable influence over their child beliefs and 

behaviour, including religiosity in childhood and adolescent. For example, when 

parents' are both or one of them is interested in religion there is every tendency that 

this will have a significant influence on the religiosity of the child. In a sample of 

adolescent mothers and their children, mothers with greater religiosity had higher 

educational attainment, higher self-esteem than mothers with lower religiosity 

Carothers et al (2005). Parents' religiosity seems to work together with parents' 
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warm and supportive behaviours and effective monitoring to result in positive 

behavioural and emotional outcome among children and adolescents Bartkowski & 

Wilcox (2000), Brody, Stoneman and Flor (1996) showed that parents' religiosity 

was related to positive parenting practices, which in turn were positively associated 

with cognitive and social competence and negatively associated with internalizing 

symptomatology among African American children. The impact of parents' 

religiosity may depend on child gender. Regnerus (2003) investigated both parents' 

and children's religiosity and reported an interesting gender difference showing that 

parents' religious devotion protected girls better than boys. More specifically, both 

the parents' religiosity and the children religiosity were negatively related to 

delinquent behaviours among girls. For boys, however, greater parents' religiosity 

was related to higher delinquent and their own religiosity was not related to 

delinquency. Such finding indicates that parent's religiosity may not provide 

uniformity protective influence on their children, but the effects of parents' 

religiosity on child outcomes may depend on some other contextual factors 

including child gender Jungmeen, Michael & Dante (2012). Slightly different 

pattern for girls and boys emerged PsycINFO DataBase (2016). 

The greater the parents religious involvement, the more likely they would have 

higher educational expectation of their children and will communicate with their 

children about education. The results suggest that independent effects of parents 

religiosity varied depending on children's religiosity and parent–child relationship 

March, et al (2017). Parents can have considerable influence over their children 

beliefs and behaviours, including religiosity in childhood and adolescence. Parental 

religiousness is not always conducive to thriving and can cause harm to individuals 

(abuse, violence; Fallot & Blanch,2013; Jones ,2013) as it can cause individual to 

harm, discrimination, prejudice, (Doehring, 2013). Parental religiousness has been 

hypothesized to engender less flexible care giving because fixed factors, such as 

religious dogma, rather than variable factors, such as a child's needs or the situation 

will help to determine parenting March, et al (2017). More broadly, some religious 

factors are known to promote intergroup conflicts and even terrorism and genocide 

Waller, 2013. Some studies report positive effects of parental religiousness on 

children, but others find negative effect Holden & Williamson, (2014). Parental 

religiousness is associated with higher levels of desirable outcome in children (self-

control, social skills) and lower levels of under desirable outcome. (Internalizing and 

externalizing problems), as rated by parents and teachers. However, adolescence is a 

time of identifying struggles (King, Ramos, & Clardy, 2013 and discrepancy in 

parent-adolescent religiousness is associated with adolescent behaviour problems 

(Kim-Spoon, Longo, & McCullough, 2012) and poorer parent-child relationship 

quality (Stokes & Regnerus, 2009). 
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Purpose of the study

The purpose of this study was to:

1. Ascertain the implication of religiosity in the soaring incidence of insecurity.

2. Advance viable strategies for curbing insecurity. 

Research Question

1. Do students' religiosities have any relationship with their involvement in 

religious crisis? 

2. Does parents' lack of interest in religion have any relationship with religious 

crisis?

3. Is there any relationship between peer influence and students' involvement 

in religious crisis?

Research Hypotheses 

1. There is no any significant relationship between students' involvement in 

religious crisis

2. There is no any significant relationship between parents' lack of interest in 

religious and students involvement in religious crisis

3. There is no any significant relationship between peer influence and 

involvement in religious crisis

Methodology

The design of this study is a descriptive survey research to determine the 

psychosocial dynamics of religiosity on children behaviours. The population of the 

study comprises of 15 selected secondary schools in Chanchaga local government 

areas. A total of 2,247 students were involved. 23 students were randomly selected 

from each of the school given a sample size of 345 respondents, 225 male and 120 

female respectively. 

Instrument 

One instrument was utilized in the study titled, Psychosocial Dynamics of 

Religiosity on Children Behaviour Questionnaire (PDRCBQ), developed by the 

researchers. The questionnaire comprised of four clusters A, B, and C. Cluster A 

sought demographic data of respondents, cluster B contained 15 items on 

psychosocial dynamics of religiosity (items on general attitude, traits and abilities 

toward religion), cluster C comprises 15 items on children's behaviour (items on 

general attitude). Therefore, the questionnaire was made up of 30 items formatted on 

a four point Likert scale; Strongly Disagree (SD)-I, Disagreed (D)-2, Agreed (A)-

3, Strongly Agreed (SA)-4. Two experts in Education research and statistics and 

Mathematics validated the instrument. To test reliability, the questionnaire was 

subjected to pretest with 50 students who were no part of the main study. After the 

administration of Questionnaire 333 instruments were analysed and 15 were 
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wrongly filled. Cronbach Alpha statistical technique was used to analyse the data 

where the instrument demonstrated construct validity and reliability at 0.76 indexes. 

This indicated that the instrument was reliable. The Pearson Product Moment 

Correlation Co efficient (PPMCC) was the statistical tool used to test the research 

hypotheses. 

Results

Hypotheses one: There is no any significant relationship between students' 

religiosity and involvement in religious crisis

Table 1: PPMCC (r) of Relationship between students' religiosity and involvement 

in religious crisis

Variable N Pearson’s r Sig. (2-tailed) Remark

Students’ religiosity

333 0.091 0.097 Significant

Students’ involvement religious crisis

Source: Field work.

Table 1 above shows a calculated r value of 0.091 and P values of 0.097. Testing at an 

alpha level of .05, the P value is less than the alpha level (i.e. P=0.097<.05). 

Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected. This consequently concluded that there is 

a significant relationship between the student religiosity and involvement in 

religious crisis. 

Hypotheses Two: There is no any significant relationship between parents' lack of 

interest in religions and students' involvement in religious crisis

Table 2: PPMCC (r) of Relationship between parents' lack of interest in religion and 

students' involvement in religious crisis.
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Variable N Pearson’s r Sig. (2-tailed) Remark 

Parents’ lack of interest in 

Religion 

333 0.54 0.001 Significant 

Students’ involvement religious crisis 

Source: Field work. 

Table 2: above shows a calculated r value of 0.54 and P values of 0.001. Testing at an 

alpha level of .05, the P value is less than the alpha level (i.e. P=0.001<.05). 

Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected. This consequently concluded that there is a 

significant relationship between parents' lack of interest in religion and students' 

involvement in religious crisis.

Hypotheses Three: There is no any significant relationship between peer influence 

and students' involvement in religious crisis

Table 3: PPMCC (r) of Relationship between peer influence and students' involvement in 

religious crisis. 

Variable N Pearson’s r Sig. (2-tailed) Remark 

Peer Influence 

333 0.67 0.000 Significant 

Students’ involvement religious crisis 

Source: Field work. 

Table 3 above shows a calculated r value of 0.67 and P values of 0.000. Testing at an 

alpha level of .05, the P value is less than the alpha level (i.e. P=0.000<.05). 

Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected. This consequently concluded that there is a 

significant relationship between peer influence and students' involvement in religious 

crisis. 
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Discussions

The finding of hypothesis one state that there is high and significant between 

students' religiosity and students' involvement in religious crisis. This mean those students 

who are not or less religious are very much likely to be involved in religious crisis. This 

was concurred by Randy, (2009), Glanville, Sikkink, & Hernandez, (2008), Siliva, 

(2018), Washington, and (2012). The researchers had found that Students who 

frequently attended religious service scoured 2.32 point higher on test in math and 

reading than their less religious-involve peer Mark, (2000). Religiously involved 

students work harder than non-religious students Chandra & Christopher (2001). 

From the finding of hypothesis two, that state there is a significant relationship 

between parents' lack of interest in religion and students' involvement in religious crisis. 

This finding corroborate with studies of Carothers et al (2005), Fallot & Blanch, (2013), 

Jones, (2013), Doehring, (2013). The researchers found that, some study report positive 

effects of parental religiousness on children but others find negative effects Holden 

& Williamson (2014), and discrepancy in parental-adolescent religiousness is 

associated with adolescent behaviour problems kim-spoon et al. (2012). Some 

religion factors are known to promote intergroup conflict and even terrorism and genocide 

Waller, (2013).

On the finding from hypothesis three that state there is significant relationship 

between peer influence and students' involvement in religious crisis. This finding was 

reiterated in Barry, (2005), Heidi, (2013).
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